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The fateful day that would change China forever has 
arrived, as General Chiang Kai-Shek’s army arrives 
in the city of Shanghai. Blood runs in the streets, 
and all who can seek shelter... 


Black Cross has finally discovered the source 
of the corruption in the Templar Order, but before 
he can restore balance, his own past actions 
come back to haunt him... 
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HE HAS ws 
HIJACKED MY DEAD 


HUSBAND'S DREAMS 
OF A FREE, UNITED 
CHINA INTO A VEHICLE 
FOR HIS OWN 
BOTTOMLESS 
AMBITIONS. 


- 1 TRIED TO. 
TELL FESSENDEN 


YOU BELIEVE 
GENERAL CHIANG 


TO... TO THESE 
GANGSTERS? 
REALLY? 


ISN'T HE 


AN 
REFUSE TO SEE 
OUR GLORIOUS 
ORDER DISHONORED 


BY ADMITTING 
HIM_INTO OUR 
RANKS. 
Pf 


SENDING HIM. 


OBEDIENCE... 7 


.. SMOTHER ALL 
UNDERSTANDING ?_ 


WILLA, OF Ou) 4UESHENGCGARNGHALL 
FRENCHIEONEESSION = April ee A 


<PRESENTED 


THE BLACK hoes, 


THE eu ian eee err ig 


AST, YOU H 
UNDERSTANDING. 5 


<OF YOUR 
PERFIDY.> 


<AND ITS 
CONSEQUENCES.) 


GENERAL-> 


<NO — 

IT'S TO BACK UP 
FLOWERY FLAG — AT 
THE TEMPLE OF THE 

CITY GODS-> 


<HE'S 
SUPPOSED 


ACTRESS—)> <-SHE'S 


WITH SOME BRITISH 
KID WITH GLASSES 
WHO INTERFERED WITH 
THE BOSS'S PLANS = ctHaTis 
FOR CHIANG!) | alt T KNOW, 


I SWEAR!) 


I 
STILL HEAR 
EXPLOSIONG... 
GUMFIRE... 


HOW LONG 
DO YOU THINK 
WE'LL HAVE TO 

HIDE HERE? 


RUAN, THE 
WHO vy ww YOU STOLE FROM 

KNOWS? THERE'S Ys ME. THE ONE I WAS 
ALWAYS BEEN STREET ie MEANT TO DELIVER 


TO GENERAL CHIANG 
KAI-SHEK... 


IS WORSE. I'VE NEVER 
SEEN IT TAIS BAD 
BEFORE. 


ARE \ 
YOU SURE \ 
YOU WANT TO 
\ KNOW? _y 
} a IT MAKES 
. ME SICK JUST 
- TO HAVE IT ON 
LDON'T ; _ MY BODY. 
EVEN WANT TO \ \ . 
THINK ABOUT WHAT 
SORT OF PEOPLE 
KEEP SUCH... 
TROPHIES? RELICS? 
WHO KNOWS. 


IM... 
CURIOUS. 


I PROMISED 


LOOK IN THE 
BOX... 


NOT IN THE BOX 
ANYMORE, NOW 
IS IT? 


We of the Nine have 
“GENERAL voted, and our decision 
CHIANG:” was unanimous. 


A 


In light of your service in 
name of Order and 
Understanding, and carrying \ 
on in the glorious tradition 
of our fallen brother Sun 
at-SeN.. 


...we are honored to 
admit you into the 
bs do as a Grand 
laster, like your 
predecessor. 


We keep the number of! 
Grand Masters oy . 
limited, you understand... -but a position recenty 
— oe uw when our Black 
1056 had to remove one 
‘or crimes against us. 


As a sign of our serious 
intent, we are sending his 
own 60n 70 deliver his 
Templar ring fo you... 


Wi 


res with a 


6ign of The Serious 


consequences 
of defiance. 


FATHER... 


ri DING FROM WHO'D 

! I/M NOT 
A THE Nee TY LETTING ANY OF ices 
> CUTSIDE. 4 IT GET BROUGHT : : 


IN HERE. 


THE 
BODIES ARE 
JUST PILING 

UP OUT 
THERE. 


YOU'LL 


TIME TO 
CWHICH GO. 
1 DID.) 1! fi 


“FLOWERY 
FLAG," HUH? 


FOR 
GANGSTERS, 
DU SURE GIVES 
YOU CREATIVE 
NAMES. 


RICH, 
COMING FROM fq 
YOU... 


ACCENT... 
..- BALTIMORE? 


INGGK.¢ 
NOTHING. 


YOURS 
IS ABOUT TO GET 
A HELLUVA LOT 
SMALLER. 


THAT ... 
WAS CLOSER 
THAN I USUALLY 
PREFER. 


COME _ON, | THEN L 
DARIUS, I NEED . ¥ NEED TO RETURN 
TO GET YOU TWO i TO_MY PURSUIT 
TO SAFETY. OF CHIANG... 


you ~% 
KILLED MY 
FATHERS 


— 


DARIUS! 
WHAT~-?! 


DARIUS, 
STOPL, 


DESY NICHRONIZED 


ABST ERGO ENTERTAINMENT WORKED HOS 
MONT REA EUUEBERS ouemberjo ols) 


PEASANTS 
PUT THEIR FAITH IN 
LUCK, VIOLET. TEMPLARS 
TRUST IN REASONED 
APPLICATIONS OF SKILL 
AND KNOWLEDGE. 


FORGIVE 
ME IF I’M NOT 
IN THE MOOD FOR 
YOUR LEGENDARY 
\ SENSE OF 
HUMOR. 


WE ARE 
ON A SCHEDULE 
HERE, AND THIS IS 
A SETBACK. 


YOU KNOW 
WHAT’S SAD, 
OTSO? 

YOU MISSED 
YOUR TRUE CALLING 
WRITING GREETING 

CARDS. 


REALLY? 


THE 
MEMORIES OF 
DARIUS GIFT AND 
ALBIE BOLDEN WERE 
A COMPLETE GOOSE 
CHASE? 


gd HE DID. BUT 
oF BE CERTAIN. | ALBERT BOLDE 


ALL MEMORIES 


DIDHE r 
DIE HERE? MOST “ange, SYyNCHRONIZATIO 
ee DEES Oe tBy. SYNCHRONIZATION 


EXTRACTED - CANNOT SYNCHF 


WE HAVE 


~~ T CAN iE 
THINK OF NO DISCOVERY AND CROSS, DISAPPEARED ONLY A MEAGER 
OTHER WAY TO ACQUISITION HAD AFTER THIS INCIDENT IN AMOUNT OF HIS 
DESCRIBE HOPED, THE SHANGHAI, AND HE HAS GENETIC MATERIAL. 
THEM. KOH-I-NOOR. NOT BEEN HEARD THIS, WAS, ALL HELIX 
| 


NTEL FROM SINCE. 
GATHERED FROM FROM IT. 
OUR RAIDS IN INDIA . 


PERSON TO POSSESS 
THIS PIECE OF 
EDEN. 


WE HAVE THE 
COMPLETE GENETIC 
MATERIAL OF DARIUS 

GIFT TO CROSS- 

REFERENCE ... 


AS . 
HIS FAMILY HAS 
REMAINED USEFUL 
TO THE ORDER EVEN 
WITH HIS IMPETUOUS 
ATTEMPTED MURDER 
OF ONE OF OUR 
AGENTS... 


..-_BUT 
STILL, NEITHER 
OF THEIR MEMORIES 
GIVE ANY INDICATION 
OF WHERE THE 
KOH-I-NOOR MAY 
LIE NOW. 


THE GEM... 
IT'S ONE OF THE 
MOST POWERFUL 
PIECES OF EDEN FOR 
WHICH WE HAVE ...WE 
RECORDS... MUST FIND IT 
BEFORE THE 
ASSASSINS 
DO, YES? 


y INDEED. 

/ BUT THE TRAIL 
HAS GONE COLD, 
AS IT SO OFTEN 

DOES. 


LINEAGE LOSES TRACK OF 
ALBERT BOLDEN'S WIFE AND 
DAUGHTER, AND HER 
_ \ DESCENDANTS, IF ANY, AFTER 
HE ENLISTED IN THE HARLEM 
\ HELL-FIGHTERS IN 
WORLD WAR I. 


FORTUNATELY, WE WILL 
AN ORDER AS ANCIENT " WAIT UNTIL A 
AS OURS CAN AFFORD NEW AVENUE OF 
PATIENCE. INVESTIGATION 
PRESENTS 
ITSELF. 


NO _ NEED 
TO SQUANDER 
RESOURCES ON 
A DESPERATE 
SEARCH. 


BUT IF WE STAY 
VIGILANT, PERHAPS, 
ONE DAY, ANOTHER 
DESCENDANT CAN 

BE IDENTIFIED. 


THE OFFICE OF \ 
TRUSTED AGENT OF \ 
THE NINE HAS BEEN 
PASSED DOWN FROM 

GENERATION TO 

GENERATION OF 

BOLDENS. _ 


SHOWDOW 
IN SHANGHAI 


y 


GIVEN 
THE CHALLENGES 
FACING THE ORDER 
NOW... THOSE WE 
ARE ABOUT TO 
FACE... 


«IT MAY 
SOON BE TIME 


TO BE CONTINUED... 
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